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Chopt~r 6 - ~ections L ~ 2 . 

· ·untersv1l1e '?reab:.' ter1an L:hurch . 

.... te fi rst - r esby teri:::n CLur ch in hun t ersville -list:rict; 

~',=:s or..;!"ni::e d 1:1 18 36 by . • ev . L J. tc hcl1 ..Junlep . 
Un the 12th 

.;!.:lj' o ~ _ u:;us t, 1504 , " ~n o Gatmon , 3en j. i.ero ld, end J ames T • 

LO!J:tri d3 6 , on b'3hb1f of t te ch ur c h , contr a cted '\'lith .uav is II . 

l~elr fo r the er ect ion of t he church in iIuntersvi lle , at 6 

cosy6f ,;1 . 846 . 
'1'116 bui l d in!: is b \'.'hi te fr.:.a6 bUilding \,:i th 

e .:;a11ex:,' ocross one end an d is in ,;ood condi tieD toc.ay . 

:-he auditor i ul) is a l mo st cs it :'/as r.'hcn the ct. u!'cb. r:es bu ilt . 

_. bout 1896 a second story \ , 85 edded to the bUilding £i na. \',a s 

u5ej :35 D l __ l;! .5 onic :::all fo r Huntersville l.oese _~o . 65 __ . "3' . <.... 

_. . .. 
In th e top of t.36 church there is a Ifl.r be 1 .. E.ron ic 

e::Iblen . ;b€r ~ is On c~reenent reco rde d i n the ~our.ty Cl erk ' s 

office :'.he ,,:' eby tr.. e Lasonic ~odse is t o cave exclusive Us e o f 

:~e second story • 

...J urin,::; 1.he Civii ,:ar tL is buildi nG \'.0.5 used DS e hos-

It \'.'35 during t h e Civil .• a r, toO , that the yeaSion 

boo!: s end the l or oe pul ;>i t Bi ble I: ere carried off by soldiers • 

..... 0 :.1 e months before thB death of th e lote .I.l.udrer: 1 rice, he told 

the :Hory of t}Je 3ible i n t~e ]-'unte:-sville Cturcr. . 
~bout 

1.;~9 ne\':.::; C8,,'.e f'ror: ~-1 ttsbur r;h tLot the .3ihle t.t:.d ~u rned up 

in thct ci t~" ~nd ;'05 in th e ;>os se .... sion of ';bt:es , . • :.ellon , 

t. :-othc.!" 0 : .~.j:.!t"0· ... ellen . 
.:':-.e !l1 hIe !~::.': en 1!:5crl! tio:':. in 

1- 6h J"":-" t ..... t :.t .,'£'3 tci:en fro!;:. :·untel'svllle at t:-e ti::e of 

t:e ,)(.ttle t:.erc in le'2 . :'he Bible IJ6s never been retul'ned . 
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l v~.J:v:, r .. ~.; C""UH •. 'Y 

:1 •• ~.e ! r st fJembers of this orClIni:::.otion \.ere j Hu ~·h 

._C'-_".l '::l. lin , ...Jr ., JOr:les .n . Friee , and Geor..;o .... . Craig . 

!'wo c inisters of prominence i n cur denomination buve 

. ne ou t f :-om th e :.untersville 1J1.urc h : Rev . J . 1!c..,ton Cr: e ig , 

! :.. . .:J . , _xecu t iv e ... dcreti.lry of 'orne l~ i ssion s of our ~s sembly at 

en eSl'ly date , end 2t ev • . : •.. . 'I' . P ri c e, ...; .:J ' I promine nt minist er 

:i!1 d his torian of Jreenbri e1' Pr esbytery f i fty yee rs ag:> . 

:~u~tersville chur ch ha s throughout its h istory , until 

t~e lc.st year I been connected \';1 th one or nore churche s in the 

:::::'c.;l;s vree1: Va lley , sharin ;; t he I::lin istry of those \',110 mi nis tered 

to otcer of tho se churches . 

~srly ministers se rvinG the 5untersv ille Uhurch ~ere : 

iiev . J . J . 3 1ai r 

.!1ev . D.vid Gunn i nshatl 

Rev . Joseph ..;)rOl'ln 

"ev . l-1' enry .:Jro \"m 

~ev . T. P. • •• IJaGl'uder 

Rev . J . C. Barr 

r.ev . R. P . Ke:medy 

ev . ~ 
J . 1- Bronn 

::l ev . ,. H. !lr.milton " . 
, - unable to Bet the \ - ·:n:s served) • 

:'he fi r st -ess101l w1th 

l c77 . .lev • • 1.lCes T' 
•• • 

26 , l b7 7 und re;"~~n'~ 

• "..r . "unea 
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·eOC..t>..HvH r........ ... v UH _ Y 

J • • oLaughlin \,;,ere eleoted elders in I e?? 
1..1' . ..:..ndr Cl': 1 

: .. o.L3u,Zhlin e nd J.:r. Pe ter Cl eek Vlere e l ected deacon s tte setle 

da te . 1.:1' • .Tames .. . uOYI e d 
serve as deacon frou 1881 to 18b6 

&t ~\'hich time he l7E1S elected an e lder and remained one unti l 

his death :,lovember I?, 1939 . 
iJr. .J . :?ruyn Pa t tel' son .... 'e s 

e le cted an elder i n 18 8 6 and serv ed in that capacity mntil 

J.is death in 190 ? 
1.:1'. L B n t y L . Eerold \ . .... 5 elected ::J. d ea con 

in 1831. 

There i s no record o f the church having a pcstor from 

1 681 until 1886 r.!lsn the ~ev . ',,'illiam T . Price became pastor 

an d served unt il 1 9 0 0. 

;,...r . l:..mos Pn rlo'i7 r:as elected an elder 1n 19:00 and re-

ruained one unti l his dea th in 1908 . 

Rev. G. lV . Nickell was pastor from 1~ 00 until 1 07 . 

J';" . John A. Cleek was el ected a deacon in 11101 e.nd I..r . 

L. ,1 . He rold was elected an elder the same year . 

l"r. J. H. Buzzard and I .... . W. H. Barlow ";ere elected 

deacons in 1903 end the l atter has served in thct capacity 

ever s ince . 

Rev . A . S . Rachal wes pastor ~rom 1909 until 1914 . 

1,lr . Zan e !..Oore r.as an elder I'rO:;l lflO ur.til 1920, · ... cen 

he Glo ve d to l"arl1nton end served liS an elder in tl:e ".srlinton 

Presbyte rian Church until hie doeth . 

?he i1ev . J . J.i . hall!:or waa paator from ln4 until H20 . 

l.ll' . Elihu ...... 

deacons in 

...r. 

and 1ir. Clllrence ;';cCoGlb ,': ere elected 

.erve4 ainOe t!J.& t de ',e • 

•• tu4ont at ~n1o~ Tt601o~lcrl 
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.:)6m1 nor y , s e rved tl11s chu rch eo pastor during the sumrle r o f 

1 921. 

:,:r . ,I . c . Heel. e l so a student ot. Union r.rheolo6 i cal 

3 eminllry J served a~ pastor dur1n~ t'ne _ sumne r of 1922. 

: .. r . James ':1.0 Reed was elected un (;l der in 19::': 2 end Lor 0 ° S . P . 

~u rry in 1924 J and both have served ever i 5 nee . 

In 1923 Rev . ,,' . G. r;ood becmne pastor or til e church and re

:c:;; ined so until 1 9 25 . 

nev . J~obert Hunter filled the pulpit a.ur1nL; 'the ::>ucmer 

of 1 925 • 

.• ev . l1irc[l neeves , f:. student at Union 'l'beo l oi;ictl l ..)em-

ine ry, serv ed 6 G pasto r uuring the swm~tir of 1927. 

In 1929 Hev . D. j"c;' . J.ionroe vms ins t lllled ~s pastor ana 

rena ined so unti l JDnuary 1937 . 

~he church '::e.s wi thout a pastor unti l ll.e.y 1938 , ':.'hen 

itev . A. B . \,illHord filled tae pul pit until , .. ay 1~3" . 

In July , 1939 , Rev. U. H. hliles began se r vinG ~s P(lS-

tor and he.s serv ed ever since . a ev. kiles , t he son of bn 

-"pis copalian recto r in ::n5lsnd, oame to ,.mel'ies from ~n£ls.nd 

in 1905 when he lias s eventeen yesrs old and joined 'the En-

elish Colony at Mi nGo. In his youth he was quite cn a thlete 

&nd , I O~ to l d , one of tte best ~&D tootball plbyer s 1n ,1,1 s 

• aiDister ill tt.e cection of the \!oun try. 

Jreenor1er ,resbJt~ry 

since . '.B r.c. rri eli 

COU L,y onJ h~s a 

1'1 . "<l'h - . ~... .. I .Iev. 

" ork ever 
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t1 :::le , t \",o on -':1 k d an tbe Huntersville ... hurch . I-:e tes lived 

i n .·.a r1inton fo r' m any ye!.: rs • 

.1'h e :luntersvi lle rresb 'J-te r1en h h e u r e w('.s used by toll 

' e r:.on inations timtil t he t .. ethodists built thei r chur ch i11 

! ~~untersville son etime i n the ei :,.:h teen- ei eht1es . 
du e 

To nun tersvi lle iSI\ the disti nction of being the first 

';lece i n .i:"'o c£d',ontas Count y where a ..>sbba th School wa s te ld 

t h r oushout the year. 

At the pre sent t i me no ~8bbnth ~cbool serv: ces e re 

~:eld in the 1-'re sb:' terien church but t he I re sb te r 1t:.ns join 

','.1 t~ tIle !':ethodists at t h e l.ethodist c hur ch for .... e.bbath 

,,-, chool . 

:'tere ~re betr.'een thirty a nd fortr o eDhers i n t h1 s 

c hu rch today a nG. se rvices a re held bere tr;ice a nonth . 

The ~ ir s t )r inted not ice of ~re~ch1ng service et 

:'U:l tersvill e rla s in l S24 . t rleive years before , I.e Or E~!lize <ioo 

of the firs t L!h u rch . 7h1s ocours 10 the u1&ry of the ~ev . 

" . B . .. itt , a 3aptist m1oister. liere is on extract froe his 

sept. 18 , 182~ - . reached to4a1 a~ untersv111e to e oon-

sid.e re bl e congrese. tion. ';'~~c 1 n& 

~chool just corol. eoeing t.&S over, 

the 3re~ter part ot the ball 

r oo"_ ,_ nd cor.lIoe need the bOllOred 

i !lstruneot in 

i::1o r; l edLe ot 
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. . _tar1nl for this r.lG:lUscr i pt from : 

n~rdestyls ~ncyclopedia 

.. . 

u ... d t.:hurches - Cbarles Carpenter in '" Ve . iievie,', 

J.'he ";hu rch on the "estern ilarters - Courtney 

:listory of' ? oco. hontas COW1ty - j)rice 

\.It t-e r I n:'orrne. tlon - l.:rs . lim/srd Ecrlo\'l 
l,'rs . ';libu :,;oore 
Lrs . ?eytoD. Loore 

• J.:.rs . 'Fred J·.()ore 
",,- ld ltlonel· i nfo l'ma tioD :'rom Price's History of ?ocahontes Co . 

lJr . .. i t t becar. e a noted minister in Prince .... d~·.erd 

county, end £ethered e church of seven or eicht hmndred 

~e=Der s on ~L.ndy .=1 i? er . .uT . \',m; T . Price , r: '",i1e e student 

e. t tl.e sel~ine ry t.eE-xd ...-r ... 1 tt preach the metlori~l s.ernon of 

c ':.'ea1 thy 01 tizen , \'Iho comoi tted suicide on his " ire' 5 grave 

a short t i~e L. fter her death . Dr . Price l ed the singing of 

the hyrn...ns • ..d.fter . tbe serv ices :Jr. Price cade ;; r . \att 's 

~ c qu~i n tance . ?~e vener~ble man had not forbotten boout 

the dance ~nd ne ntioned the Foages and tLe Ce lli sons a s 

persons be '.'1ell remembered . .J1' . ~,itt v:as G.uite independent , 

even r:eelt hy, and spen t his old abe in a cha r ming country 

howe in tbe limits of the grand congregation he had f a thered 

1n the pastorate of nearly thirty years duration • s . B . 

.. itt, Jr ., a Ricbnond lsuyer, was his son . 

For many year s reli gious services '.ere belli in the 

court bouse at nuntersville . .. hen the academy was built 

in 1642 , 1 t r.'G.S used as a place of v.oilship by l..ethod1sts of 

all bronohes , :p1scope11ens and Presbyterisns. The Presby-

ter1an church aft erwarde baoame the plaoe where all denominations 



-7-

POC,JluNT, • .3 COUNTY 

gener a lly wor s hipped . In the early summer of 1855 the Rev. 

:.: . D. Dunl a p nnd , I . T. Price were eng aged 1n the first sac-

r amen tal meet ing held ufte r the f!e r. A detachment of federal 

troop s f r om Buc khannon pa ssed thro ugh the town, rod.6 -around 

the chur ch , l ooked at the broken windows, examined the horses 

..... i th crit ic al eyes , an d religious services were going on al l 

the while without even pausing . Ser mon and sacramental ser-

vice over, J.Ir. ;)unl ap rlho rode in from the country that morn

ing end hit ched his horse nee r the church, went to ge t the 

horse and f ound that it had been taken aViay as a"branded horse", 

During ~verill's r etreat through the Levels this horse wes aban

doned a nd worn out , N.r, Dunlap had taken it up and put it in 

Good cond i t i on . The venerable preacher had to return to his 

home a t Hillsboro on a borrowed horse. 


